LOCAL NATURE TRAILS
DeGraaf Nature Center – located at 600 Graafschap Road

Outdoor Discovery Center – located at 4204 56th Street

Riley Trails – Gently rolling terrain with a mixture of pine plantations and beech-maple forest. This spectacular wooded area is 300 acres and a very popular spot for cross country skiers, hikers and mountain biking.

Pets on leashes welcome. There are no fees. Features: Bridge over small lake Parking lot Pit toilet Picnic tables Trails for hiking, cross-country skiing and mountain biking  Located on Riley between 160th and 168th avenues.

Hemlock Crossing –  Over six miles of hiking and cross-country skiing trails meander through bottomland and upland forest, old pine plantations, and along the river. Trails also connect to Pine Bend on the west end of the property. A pedestrian bridge and numerous overlooks offer scenic views of the river corridor, wetland, natural springs and woods.. Facilities include a kayak/canoe launch, two picnic shelters, and over a mile of paved trail.  Hemlock Crossing is also the site of the Nature Education Center that features a nature gift shop, exhibits on the natural and cultural history of the area, a Wildlife Den. Located on West Olive Road, 3 miles east of US-31

Van Raalte Farm – both a Michigan and U.S. historical site, the 160-acre Van Raalte Farm on the city’s east side includes a house, barn and outbuildings built shortly after the American Civil War.

Stu Visser Trails – located west of 144th between Ottawa Beach Rd and Lakewood. When you’re near the Holland State Park, avail yourself of the peace and natural beauty of this trail with a stroll on the rustic boardwalk through the wetlands. Access the trail from parking areas on either Lakewood Blvd. or Ottawa Beach Rd. west of 144th Ave. Pet Friendly

Pigeon Creek Park – This 282-acre park has over 10 miles of winding trails for the hiking enthusiast. Some trails are designated for biking and equestrian use and a 0.9 mile trail loop is barrier free. In winter, cross country ski the lighted, groomed trails, and sled down the lighted slope. Located 15 miles north of Holland on Stanton Road, west of US-31.

Laketown Beach - The dune stairway provides incredible vistas and access to this beautiful Lake Michigan beach Directions: Laketown Beach is southwest of Holland. Drive west on 32nd St. from town; turn left on 64th St., turn right on 142 Ave. until you reach the small parking area. No restrooms. Located at 142nd Ave., west off 64th St.

Mt. Pisgah Dune Boardwalk - located at Ottawa Beach Rd and Third Ave. The towering dune east of the Holland State Park is accessible via a boardwalk and stair system. With its apex 157 feet above Lake Michigan, the boardwalk culminates with breathtaking views of Lake MI.

Olive Shores County Park – located at 8510 Olive Shore Ave, West Olive, MI 49460  This mostly wooded 20-acre site includes a mature beech-maple-hemlock forest, a steep dune formation, and 738’ of Lake Michigan frontage. Improvements completed in 2012 include a paved parking area, modern restrooms, a barrier-free trail loop, and an extensive series of stairs and boardwalks traversing the dune and providing access to the sandy beach. Decks provide seating and views of Lake Michigan and host a display highlighting the property as the site of a scene from the Tom Hanks movie, “Road to Perdition.”

Sanctuary Wood Preserve - Take a breathtaking hike through the forest to the dune stairway and climb your way to a stunning view of both Lake Macatawa and Lake Michigan. At the west end of 32nd Street.

Upper Macatawa Natural Area – The Upper Macatawa Conservation Area (UMCA) is located in Zeeland Township. The site now includes 576 acres with trails for hiking and cross-country skiing, including a section of paved trail that will be part of the future greenway trail system. The UMCA is currently accessed by the parking area on 76th Avenue (south of Byron Road). Pet Friendly

 
